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Introduction 
 

 “The secret of change is to focus all of your energy, not on fighting the old, 

but on building the new.” Consistent with modern educational practices 

influenced by the Greek philosopher Socrates, teaching and learning is an 

ever-changing exercise of thought and frustration. It is in the latter that 

learning truly takes place, and Sunrise Academy like schools and districts 

across the country, has certainly experienced these fundamental truths as we 

have navigated the challenges of closing out the 2019-2020 academic year.  

 

However, the opportunity to rise, to learn from the teaching, is why we share 

with you this 2020-2021 School Reopening Plan. Reopening schools during a global pandemic is indeed 

an overwhelming idea, but the decision to reopen has been determined by our state leaders as critical to 

the strength of our society in general, and to the academic success of our youth.  

 

If our experiences over the past four months has taught us anything, it is the importance of a strong 

family and school partnership. This School Reopening Plan aims to define clear guidance for how we will 

open our doors, physically and virtually, that is aligned with the regulations developed in collaboration 

with state and national authorities. Our first commitment is to the students, staff, and families we serve.  

Our priority must be to keep them safe.  

 

The areas outlined in this plan represent major considerations our school is addressing to reopen. We 

understand that we may not be able to completely relieve all fears associated with reopening during a 

global pandemic, but we have consulted with local health experts, local community groups, teachers, 

parents, and other school administrators and from those consultations, we have tried to find a balance. 

 

Of course, as with every plan of this magnitude and under these ever-changing conditions, this document 

will remain fluid and change as necessary based on guidance from state agencies and local health experts, 

as well as our students, staff, and families. We hope that everyone will review this plan and be a partner 

in the work. Feedback is always respected and necessary if we are to change together; grow together; 

build something new and powerful together.  

 

We look forward to the 2020-2021 academic year, no matter what challenges it may bring because 

together we are Sunrise Academy Strong! 

 

Thank you for your continued partnership 
 

Mrs. Yahayra Marte Ms. Shellnisha Franklin      Mr. Levi Connolly 

                  President              Principal       Assistant Principal 
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COVID-19 Timeline of Events 
 
Sunrise Academy pivoted with extraordinary success on March 13th, 2020 when the State 
Department of Education recommended the closure of schools because of COVID-19 concerns. 
Since then, students, staff and families have been flexible while continuing to navigate through 
this national pandemic and work toward reopening schools for the 2020-2021 school year. For 
your review, below is a timeline of events related to school close and our reopening date: 

 
 

 March 1, 2020:  

Governor Ron DeSantis announces the first two 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Florida. The 
Department of Health declares a public health 
emergency. 
 

 

March 13, 2020:  

The Florida Department of Education gives the 
directive for all districts in Florida to close 
schools for two weeks due to COVID-19. 
 

 

March 17, 2020: 

Governor Ron DeSantis orders all schools in 
Florida closed until April 15. 
 

 

March 16, 2020:  

This week students, families and staff 
familiarized themselves with the new eLearning 
process. 
 

 

March 24, 2020:  

Virtual School begins.  
 

 

April 18, 2020:  

The FLDOE extends school closures and 
distance learning statewide through the end of 
the school year. 
 

 

 

 

 

EARLY MARCH 
First Cases Appear 

MID MARCH 
Closures Announced 

LATE MARCH 
eLearning Begins 

APRIL 
Statewide Closures 
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May 21, 2020:  

Last day of school for students. Students had 
been eLearning for 43 days. 
 

 

 

June 11, 2020:  

FLDOE releases guidance on reopening 
schools for the fall. 
 

 

 

 

July 6, 2020:  

The Florida Department of Education issued an 
Executive Order mandating five-day-per-week, 
on-site instruction. 
 

 

July 13, 2020:  

Flexible Instruction Request Form made 
available on school website for parents to 
choose what type of learning option their child 
will return to in the fall. 
 

 

July 15, 2020:  

Sunrise Academy announces a two-week delay 
to the start of the school year. 
 

 

July 31, 2020:  

Parents finalize selections for individual learning 
options for students 
 

JUNE 
FLDOE Guidance 

MID JULY 
Parent Choices 

MAY 
Last Day of School 

EARLY JULY 
FLDOE Executive Order 

LATE JULY 
Delayed Start 
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Why Reopening Schools Is Critical  
 

Returning students to the classroom is critical to their educational experience 
specifically and for reopening our economy in general. We understand that many 
parents cannot return to work without schools providing brick and-mortar learning 
for our students. According to the Florida Department of Education, nearly two-
thirds of employed parents in Florida say school closures have hurt their ability to 
perform their job during this unprecedented time.  
 
Additionally, reopening schools is critical for eliminating the achievement gap. The 
impact of school closures is disproportionately felt by low income and marginalized 
students. There is little doubt that this worldwide pandemic, and its resulting school 
closures, have widened and highlighted this achievement gap and is wildly 
unacceptable. Returning students to brick-and-mortar classrooms is a major step 
to helping students bridge the gap and preparing them for jobs that do not even 
exist today.  
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Guiding Principles for Reopening 
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Safety First Philosophy 

1. Cleaning Stations            2. Controlled Movement 
 

3. Social Distancing            4. Lunch Modifications 
 

                5. Carpool/Dismissal Modifications 
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Student & Staff Experience at a Glance 

1. Upon Arrival                          2. Controlled Movement 
 

3. Classroom Modifications       4. Cleaning/Sanitizing 
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What Returning to School Will Look Like for Students 
& Staff 
 
At a Glance 
 
Students and staff will return to campus with increased health and safety measures in order to 
combat the effects of COVID-19 in our school. School leadership has engaged in meaningful 
conversations to create a reopening plan with safety and health at the forefront. 
 

Face Coverings  
 
All teachers will be required to wear masks until otherwise 
instructed by the Principal and Assistant Principal. When teaching 
without a mask, teachers will be required to keep a distance of at 
least 6 feet from other people, including students.  
 
The school will follow Florida Department of Education, and the 
guidelines and regulations of Volusia County when implementing 
mask wearing requirements for students. Where no local 
ordinance is in place regarding masks, we defer to the parent’s 
decision. However, students are strongly recommended to wear 
masks when possible.  
 

 
Social Distancing  
 
Students will practice social distancing from the arrival on campus 
through departure. Grab-and-go breakfasts will be available, and 
where possible eaten in alternative spaces in order to deter 
students from congregating in the Cafeteria. Staggered release 
schedules may be utilized in an effort to decrease crowding.  
 

 
Limited Access to Visitors and Volunteers  
 
It is essential to create a healthy and safe environment by limiting 
potential COVID-19 exposure whenever possible. Our school will 
be limiting access to parents, visitors, and volunteers to 
appointment only. A request must be made 24 hours in advance. 
Administrators will establish protocols for greeting visitors and the 
use of screenings and temperature checks.  
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Sanitation Practices 
 
Hand Sanitation Stations will be placed throughout the school 
building. Each classroom will be provided with gloves, disinfectant 
products, along with hand sanitizer. Students and staff will work 
together to ensure everyone is contributing to a healthy 
environment by wiping surfaces after classroom instruction is 
complete. Cleaning staff will create a schedule to clean common 
areas, restrooms, water fountains, and classrooms throughout the 
school day. 

 
 
Classroom Modifications  
 
Student desks will be spaced six feet apart when possible. 
Extraneous furniture will be removed from each classroom as 
much as possible for proper social distancing practices. 
Administrators will view and approve classroom designs prior to 
the start of the school year.  

 
 
Controlled Movement Patterns  
 
To limit COVID-19 exposure and promote social distancing, 
students will move in cohorts where possible throughout the day, 
utilizing controlled movement patterns based on signage 
throughout campus. Staggered dismissal patterns will be devised.  

 

 
 
 
Common Area Modifications  
 
Students will be monitored in all common area locations to 
encourage social distancing practices. Special resource classes 
such as Physical Education will adhere to social distancing while 
limiting collaborative activity and shared resources.  

 

 
Lunch & Snack Meal Service  
 
Students will receive meals in a grab-and-go style and be required 
to eat meals in their classroom. Grab-and-go meals will be packed 
in lunch crates and where possible, the crates will be delivered to 
the classroom and/or retrieved from the Cafeteria by certain 
designated individuals that will bring the meals to the classroom.   
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Mass Gatherings  
 
For the safety of staff and students on campus assemblies, school 
dances, and other large gatherings will not be permitted until 
further notice or deemed possible to conduct by social distancing 
standards.   

 

 
 
Extracurricular Activities  
 
Extracurricular activities like K.I.T. and any other established 
activities for the 2020-2021 school year should be done virtually 
where feasible or where social distancing of 6 feet or more is 
possible. 
 

 
 
Before and After School Programs  
 

The Before and After School Programs are governed by Sunrise 
Academy Preschool. Please consult with the Preschool Division 
regarding the program policies as the Department of Children and 
Families regulates and provide guidelines specifically for childcare 
facilities.   

Campus Health and Wellness 
Protocols 
 
As students and staff return to face-to-face instruction in the fall, their traditional 
environment may look different due to enhanced safety and health protocols. This new 
normal will require an adjustment for all, but ultimately these changes will keep health 
and safety as the top priority. 

 
Face Coverings  

 

• Students: Reusable cloth masks will be made available by the school to 
students in the event the strongly recommended to wear a mask becomes 
immediately necessary to mandate where social distancing is not possible and 
when exemptions do not apply. 
 

• Faculty, Staff, Vendors, & Visitors: Faculty, staff, vendors, and visitors will be 

required to wear face coverings on campus when social distancing is not 
possible.   



HB6– School Reopening Plan 

2020-2021 Edition 

 

Last Revised: 7/25/2020  
Approved: 7/22/2020 

12 

• Masks provided: Faculty and staff members will receive reusable mask(s) from 
the school. If a faculty or staff member forgets or loses the mask, a disposable 
one will be provided for the day. 
 

• Exemptions: Under current and any future face covering mandated polices, 
students, faculty, and staff must have a medical issue for which a face covering 
would cause an impairment. There is also an applicable exemption for students 
or staff who need to communicate with someone who is hearing impaired and 
needs to see the person’s mouth to communicate. 

 
Social Distancing 

 
It is our goal that as we reopen school and welcome children into a new year of learning, 
that we mitigate the health concerns with which we are faced, and focus on providing 
high-quality instruction and engagement for every student despite the circumstances. 
While in theory social distancing is antithetical to modern educational practices, it is 
perhaps one of our most important tools in reducing the spread of COVID-19 and it will 
be included in each aspect of campus life.  

 
Classroom Structure 
 

• Every classroom will be designed to maximize space and distance between each 
student where possible. Classroom furniture will be rearranged to provide 
additional space. Administrators will preview and approve classroom designs 
prior to the start of school, and throughout the school year as adjustments are 
required. 
 

• Students will be encouraged to take hand-washing breaks throughout the day, in 
addition to washing hands before and after eating, as well as before sharing 
materials. Hand soap and paper towels will be provided at every sink. Hand 
sanitizer will be in each classroom.  

 

• Teachers will minimize the use of shared items in the classroom, including 
learning tools, pencils and other items shared in a group setting. In all 
instructional models, students will be provided materials to avoid sharing of 
items. Administration will determine procedures that minimize the spread of the 
virus including minimal transitions and consistent grouping whenever possible. 
This includes all classroom settings, teacher directed PE, specials, and any other 
activities when possible and appropriate.  
 

• Teachers will increase the use of digital instruction where possible to limit the 
spread of germs in classroom areas.  
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• Administrators will create procedures for community restrooms and confined 
spaces to allow for social distancing and proper hand washing.  

 

• Signage will be utilized to ensure procedures are listed in these areas. School-
based staff will teach and implement these procedures for these areas. 
 

Cafeteria and Lunch Structure 
 

• The grab-and-go breakfast program will utilize breakfast carts. School 
administrators will establish expectations for breakfast. Breakfast meal service 
will be conducted by the Preschool Division as this time coincides with the Before 
Care Program, however, students do not need to be enrolled in Before Care if 
arriving to school after 7:30am.  
 

• The grab-and go lunch program will utilize lunch crates and snack will be 
delivered by Cafeteria staff to designated classrooms receiving a school snack. 
These meals are required to be eaten in the students’ assigned classroom with 
their teacher.  
 

• During orientation, administrators will explain to students that they are not to 
pass or share any items, including food, with other students.  
 

Arrival/Carpool/Dismissal  
 

• Administrators will establish dismissal procedures to minimize crowding and 
transmission of COVID-19. 
 

• Dismissal procedures will include transition directives and pathways that limit the 
mixing of cohorts of students. Refer to the Drop-off & Pick-up Procedure section 
of the Parent/Student Handbook for guidance on the traffic flow pattern upon 
entrance and exit of school grounds.  

 

• The school will send automatic messages, provide information on our website, 
and social media platform(s) to families regarding times when supervision is 
available and when students are permitted on campus. 

 

• Refer to the Parent/Student Handbook for protocols for all late arrival and early 
pickup. Parents/guardians picking students up will have to wait in the designated 
area, and student will be escorted to them. 

 
Movement Procedures 
 

• Students will walk only on the right-hand side of all hallways. The school will 
utilize signage on walls to encourage proper movement to limit contact, as well 
as floor signage to encourage 6-foot distancing where possible.  
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• Staff members will monitor hallways and escort class changes when possible to 
ensure steady flow of students with no congregation in hallways.  

 

Access Control 
 

• All staff, vendors, community members, and visitors will be required to sign in 
with a designated staff member for daily temperature checks and a record will be 
kept in the schools’ Raptor System.   
 

• Visitors must have prior approval from school at least 24 hours prior to visitation 
on campus. Appointments will be timebound.  

 

• Administration will determine whether meetings can be held virtually instead of 
in-person. 

 

• School administration will establish a wait line system for the office and visitors 
where inadequate barrier systems might exist. This system is limited to 2-3 
people at a time with socially distancing strictly enforced.  

 

• All visitors must wear face coverings while on campus. 
 

Health and Wellness Processes 
 

Screenings 
 

• All visitors will be screened via symptom 
screening questions in the school’s Raptor 
System.  
 

• All employees and students will be required 
to sign in with a designated staff member every day for temperature checks upon 
arrival.  

 

• Any employee or student who exhibit symptoms of COVID-19 will be denied 
entrance to campus.  

 

• Students should be self-screened at home with parents or guardians to ensure 
absence of symptoms before arriving to school.  

 

• Teachers and staff will evaluate students throughout the day, including asking 
students how they are feeling and observing general wellness. 

 

• Before entering the school building, you should assess your wellness with the 
following questions: 
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o Have you experienced any of these symptoms, not associated with 
previously diagnosed conditions, in the past 72 hours: 

▪ Fever greater than 100.4F/chills 
▪ Cough/shortness of breath 
▪ New loss of taste or smell 
▪ Nausea/vomiting/diarrhea 

o In the last 14 days, have you: 
▪ Been in close contact with anyone who has been diagnosed with 

COVID-19 
▪ Been placed on quarantine for possible contact with COVID-19 
▪ Traveled abroad to an area of the country where it is recommended 

that you self-quarantine 
▪ Have a COVID-19 test pending 

 
Positive COVID-19 Case Confirmation 
 

• Communication: Upon notification of a positive result, a parent or employee will 
notify the office, the Principal/Asst. Principal, or supervisor, respectively. The 
school will alert anyone who has come into direct contact with the positive 
individual.  
 

• An individual tests positive for COVID-19: Individual should follow the 
recommendations of their healthcare provider for isolation protocol.  

 

• Returning to campus: At least 10 days have passed since symptoms appeared; 
at least 72 hours fever-free without using fever-reducing medication, and all other 
symptoms have subsided.  

 

• Contact Tracing: The school will collaborate with the Department of Health to 
conduct contact tracing. The school will make every attempt to track movement 
of the person who tested positive and secure affected areas. Impacted 
individuals will be notified. 

 

COVID Positive Cleaning Protocol 
 
Sanitation, Cleaning and Disinfection Protocols  
 

The school will be cleaned daily, focusing on major touch entry points in common areas 
such as doorknobs, handles, stairwell railings, light switches, and soap dispensers. 
Cleaning staff will disinfect using proper cleaning products with microfiber cloths to 
spray and wipe down objects. 
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• Scheduling and Routine: Throughout the workday, the cleaning staff will 
implement a routine of surface cleaning in the major touch point areas discussed 
such as restrooms. Cleaning staff will wear face masks and gloves.  
 

• Deep Cleaning: If a positive COVID-19 case is determined within the school or 
building, cleaning staff will use an approved chemical and fogging technique to 
disinfect any area deemed appropriate by contract tracing processes. 

 

• School Closure: School closures due to cleaning or positive cases will be 
determined on a case by case basis and appropriate protocols will be followed. 

 
Shared Responsibilities  

 

Teachers and students must work together with cleaning staff to promote a clean and 
healthy environment for everyone within each building. Each classroom will have 
disinfectant and gloves. Students and teachers shall wipe down any community or high-
touch areas after each class to reduce exposure for the next class if applicable. 
 

Field Trips and Mass Gatherings  

 

In order to stay committed to the health and safety of our students and staff, field trips 
and mass gatherings, including classroom birthday parties that require visitor(s) access, 
will not be permitted until further notice. Field trips will not be scheduled until further 
notice in order to promote social distancing and follow proper safety guidelines. 
Extracurricular activities and school-based clubs will also be limited and virtual platforms 
will be recommended when feasible. 
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How Will School Look Different in Returning for the 
2020-2021 Academic Year 
 
 

 STUDENTS FACULTY & STAFF VISITORS 
Differences in 
Classrooms 

Student stations will be 
spaced 6 feet apart 
where possible, to 
ensure social distancing. 
 
Extraneous furniture will 
be removed from 
classrooms when 
storage is available, in 
order to maximize social 
distancing. 
 
Students will be trained 
in rituals and routines for 
sanitizing their work 
area(s), common touch 
points, and supplies 
upon leaving the 
classroom. 
 
Students are 
recommended to wear 
masks throughout the 
school day. 

Teachers will modify 
instruction to facilitate 
students being spaced 6 
feet apart where possible 
for social distancing. 
 
Teachers will instruct 
students on the proper 
techniques and 
expectations for sanitizing 
student stations, common 
touch points, and supplies. 
 
Teachers will wear face 
coverings at all times 
where social distancing is 
not possible 

Visitors will not be 
permitted in 
classrooms. 
 
 
 
 

Differences 
in Common 

Areas 

Students will be directed 
to walk on the right-hand 
side of the hallways at all 
times.  
 
Students will be directed 
to enter and exit 
common areas through 
different doors where 
possible.   
 
Class changes and 
dismissals will be 
staggered when 
possible, to enforce 
social distancing and 
prevent hallway 
congregating. 

Staff members will be 
assigned to hallway 
monitoring, to ensure 
social distancing and 
students walking on the 
right-hand side of all 
hallways, as well as 
entering and exiting 
correct doorways. 
 
Staff members will escort 
students to common areas 
when possible, to ensure 
social distancing and 
prevent hallway gatherings 
 
Teachers of P.E. will 
maintain social distancing 

Visitors will not be 
permitted in 
common areas.  
 
Parents will not be 
permitted to have 
lunch with their 
children. 
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All P.E. classes will 
maintain social 
distancing where 
possible, and will not 
include any contact 
sports or activities, and 
will not be sharing 
equipment. 
 
Lunches will be Grab-
and Go meals to prevent 
serving and sharing of 
food, and students will 
eat in the classroom. 

between students where 
possible and will not lead 
students in contact sports 
or activities. 
 
Teachers will wear face 
coverings at all times 
where social distance is 
not possible 

Differences in 
Instructional 

Delivery 

(See “Deciding on an 
Instructional Option”) 
 

(See “Deciding on an 
Instructional Option”) 

(See “Deciding on 
an Instructional 
Option”) 

Differences in 
Dismissal 

Dismissal will be 
staggered where 
possible to limit the 
number of classes 
gathered outside at once 

Staff members will be 
assigned to hallway 
monitoring and escorting 
students, to ensure social 
distancing, students 
walking on the right-hand 
side of all hallways, and 
exiting through the proper 
doorways. 
 
Staff members will be 
required to wear masks. 

Visitors and 
parents will not be 
permitted out of 
their vehicles 
during dismissal 
procedures. 
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Deciding on an Instructional Option 
 
Many families expressed their desire to have a choice that represented an opportunity 
to keep their child home while the pandemic continued to impact our community. As a 
result, Sunrise Academy has worked to develop a reopening plan incorporating choice 
options.  
 
This Reopening Plan remains fluid and will be updated strategically depending on the 
status of the coronavirus spread throughout our community in the coming weeks and 
any further guidance from the FLDOE. The options we examined covered a full 
continuum of designs and costs ranging from all students returning to school full-time, to 
a blended face-to-face and remote learning, to a complete closure like we experienced 
this past spring. Embedded within Option B are options for full-time remote learning that 
includes eLearning (school-based remote instruction). 
 
As a result of the Executive Order #20-114 issued from the Florida Department of 
Education, all districts are mandated to offer a five day per week onsite traditional option 
to students in the fall. With this executive order in mind, Sunrise Academy opted to 
implement Option B to allow parents the flexibility to select one option that best fits their 
learner’s academic needs. (traditional classroom instruction or eLearning “Flexible 
Instruction”). Each learning option is presented in the Instructional Learning Options 
below, with descriptors highlighting the differences between traditional face-to-face 
instruction and eLearning instruction. 
 
 

Differences: Traditional vs. Flexible Instruction 
 

Traditional (Brick & Mortar) Instructional Delivery 
 
Traditional Instruction Delivery Overview 
 
1. School adopted curriculum with lessons developed and taught by classroom teachers  
 
2. Remain enrolled at Sunrise Academy 
 
3. Traditional, in-person, face-to-face for grades K-12 learning following the regular  
student schedule and student calendar (170 days of instruction)  
 
4. Follow and adhere to all 2020-2021 Sunrise Academy school building health and 
safety protocols and Code of Student Conduct 
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What to Expect for Students:  
 

• Students will physically come to school for their learning  
 

• Students will physically see and interact with their teacher(s) and classmates and 
follow their class/course schedule each day  
 

• Assignments, activities, and classroom-based assessments will be developed 
and conducted by their teachers  
 

• All students will be expected to complete and submit assignments as determined 
by the assigned teacher  

 

• Code of Student Conduct and traditional school expectations remain in effect 
  

• All students will follow the assessment calendar and participate in all local and 
state assessments 

o Students and families must review wellness to ensure students are well 
and symptom-free prior to coming to school each day 

o Students and families need to adhere to all expectations to ensure the 
safety of all students, families, and employees 

o Collaborative activities may look different or be lessened to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of the school community 

o Classroom spaces will be arranged to maximize social distancing and 
minimize any shared items 

o Lunch will be modified to maximize social distancing 
o Large group gatherings will be reduced 
o Parent meetings and/or conferences will be scheduled to occur virtually, 

until it is deemed appropriate to have larger number of individuals on 
campus 

 

What to Expect for Teachers and Staff:  
 

• Teachers and instructional support staff report each day to lead and support 
instruction in their assigned classrooms  

 

• Teachers develop and implement daily lesson plans for grade-level, standards-
based instruction for student 

o Teachers and instructional support staff differentiate and adjust instruction 
to meet the individual needs for student learning 

o Teachers provide student make-up work, flexibility, and support if they are 
out of school for any reason 
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Flexible Instruction Delivery 
 

Flexible Instruction Overview  
 

1. Flexible Instruction students will maintain their school enrollment status 
 

2. Flexible Instruction students will attend school online during regular school hours 
and follow a standard school schedule and uniform dress code guidelines. (See 
Example Schedule(s)) 
 

3. Teachers will teach “live” each day with students daily utilizing web conferencing 
technology  
 

4. Teacher-designed lessons are delivered through live instruction and previously 
utilized virtual instruction platforms 
 

5. Students can physically return to school campus at any time during the Fall 
semester, however, parents must submit a request a return to school via the 
Parent Portal on the school's website. The office will contact the parent with a 
traditional instruction delivery start date once the request has been received. 
  

6. Limited electronic devices will be available for check out, if needed. It is 
imperative for parents to make every effort to provide their student with the 
technology needed to perform Flexible Instruction. Ex. Smart Phone, Tablet, 
Laptop, or Desktop  
 

7. Flexible Instruction courses will be designed to ensure rigor matches the 
traditional classroom setting 
 

8. All assignments, activities and classroom-based assessments will be developed 
and facilitated by assigned teacher 

o All students will be expected to complete and submit assignments as 
determined by the assigned teacher 

o Code of Student Conduct and all technology expectations remain in effect 
o All students will follow the assessment calendar and participate in all local 

and state assessments. 
o Each morning, students are expected to be present and engage in virtual 

instruction each day within the designated schedule (See Example 
Schedule(s)) 

o All students will be expected to adhere to daily attendance guidelines, log 
in and attend class during the designated times 
 

9. Students will access their curriculum and assignments via virtual instruction 
platform(s) 

o Students will utilize Zoom for viewing live-lessons, meetings, and small 
group instruction 
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10. Parent meetings and/or conferences will be scheduled to occur virtually, until it is 

deemed appropriate to have larger numbers of individuals on campus 
 

11. Students will be issued any associated materials such as textbooks and other 
necessary materials where possible 

 
What to Expect for Teachers and Staff:  

• All teachers have access to professional learning to prepare them for the 2020-
2021 school year  
 

• Summer professional development will be offered virtually focusing on important 
teaching and learning topics related to the 20-21 instructional options: blended 
learning, synchronous learning, SIPPS, digital tools and platforms, etc.  

 

• New Teacher Induction will be provided and will provide onboarding and content 
supports  

 

• All professional development will be structured, organized, and maintained to 
provided easy access to relevant PD, resources, and tools related to pre-
planning PD, and other relevant professional development offered throughout the 
year.  

 

• Training will be available during pre-planning week  
 

• Depending on the option of delivery (traditional or eLearning), each teacher will 
have the ability to adapt and adjust the core resources to meet the setting and 
needs of their students.  

 

• Teachers will be expected to provide “live” instruction via web conferencing 
throughout the school day 

 
Flexible Instruction Parental Guidance 
  

• Make sure your student understands the work expectations for eLearning  
 

• Maintain a daily routine around school and schoolwork  
 

• Keep in touch with your child’s teacher(s) on a regular basis and let them know if 
your child is experiencing specific challenges 

 

• Talk to your child regarding how they are feeling during this stressful time 
  

• Perform check-ins with your child regarding academics, this includes checking 
Gradelink to ensure the option chosen for your child is appropriate  
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• Reach out to your child’s teacher with any changes that may impact your child’s 
success. This way we can develop supports for your child prior to the first day of 
school.  

 

• Parents may be required to pick up instructional materials (textbooks, etc.) for 
eLearning. The school will contact parents if this is the case for their student 
 

 

Example School Schedules 
 

Example Elementary School Schedule 
 

Kindergarten-2nd Grade Student Schedule EXAMPLE 

 
*Note: 30 minutes of Zoom where highlighted in yellow as an example. Remaining time and sessions are 

independent/self-paced. ELA/Math Stations are either Small Group, Teacher Led, or Independent. Only 

Teacher Led and/or Small Group are held via Zoom. 
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3rd-5th Grade Student Schedule EXAMPLE 

 
*Note: Example student takes part in Zoom sessions where highlighted in yellow. Remaining sessions are 

independent/self-paced.  

Example Middle School Schedule  
 
eLearning students should expect to receive ‘live’ instruction at the beginning of each 
period. Depending on the content, after the initial ‘live’ instruction, students may 
transition to independent work, collaborative group work and/or asynchronous learning. 
 

Middle School eLearning 6th-8th Schedule 

Class Monday-Thursday Class Early Release Friday 

1ST PERIOD/HR 8:05-9:20 1ST PERIOD/HR 8:05-9:05 

BREAK 9:20-9:30 BREAK 9:05-9:10 

2ND PERIOD 9:30-10:40 2ND PERIOD 9:10-10:00 

BREAK 10:40-10:50 BREAK 10:00-10:05 

3RD PERIOD 10:50-11:35 3RD PERIOD 10:05-10:55 

BREAK 11:35-11:45 BREAK 10:55-11:00 

LUNCH 11:45-12:10 4TH PERIOD 11:00-11:35 

BREAK 12:10-12:20 BREAK 11:35-11:45 

3RD PERIOD 12:20-12:50 LUNCH 11:45-12:10 

BREAK 12:50-1:00 BREAK 12:10-12:20 

4TH PERIOD 1:00-2:15 4TH PERIOD 12:20-12:50 
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Example High School Schedule 
 

eLearning students should expect to receive ‘live’ instruction at the beginning of each 
period. Depending on the content, after the initial ‘live’ instruction, students may 
transition to independent work, collaborative group work and/or asynchronous learning. 

 

High School eLearning 9th-12th Schedule 

Class Monday-Thursday Early Release Friday 

1ST PERIOD/HR 8:05-9:05 8:05-9:05 

BREAK 9:05-9:10 9:05-9:10 

2ND PERIOD 9:10-10:10 9:10-10:10 

BREAK 10:10-10:15 10:10-10:15 

3RD PERIOD 10:15-11:15 10:15-11:15 

BREAK 11:15-11:20 11:15-11:20 

4TH PERIOD 11:20-12:15 11:20-12:15 

LUNCH 12:20-12:45 12:20-12:45 

BREAK 12:45-12:50 N/A 
 5TH PERIOD 12:50-1:30 

BREAK 1:30-1:35 

6TH PERIOD 1:35-2:15 

 

Virtual Learning 
 
Sunrise Academy has a distance learning platform that can be used when authorized by 
the Florida Department of Education, such as during pandemics and national 
emergencies.  
 
Sunrise Academy primarily provides its distance learning online (“virtual school”), with a 
paper correspondence system (“correspondence school”) reserved for students that do 
not have internet access. Both virtual and correspondence school are available for all 
students enrolled in our K-12 school. Information on the school’s virtual platform is 
available at www.sunriseacademy.education/virtual  
 
Virtual School Platform 
 
The school uses Zoom (www.zoom.us)  in order to facilitate daily audio-video 
instruction. Each subject class must last for a minimum of 30 minutes, and students are 
required to sign in to Zoom classes at designated times throughout the day, Monday-
Friday.  

http://www.sunriseacademy.education/virtual
http://www.zoom.us/
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To enhance daily instruction, the school uses various learning platforms such as 
Nearpod (www.nearpod.com), Wizer.me (www.wizer.me) , ReadWorks.org 
(www.readworks.org), Duolingo (www.duolingo.com), Laililo (www.lalilo.com) and 
McGrawHill ConnectedED (https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/). 
 
Nearpod is used across all grades (K-12) and is an online instructional platform that 
“merges formative assessment and dynamic media for collaborative learning 
experiences.”  Teachers create multimedia lessons in Nearpod, and students can see 
the lessons live, and later. Most assignments and assessments are conducted through 
the school’s Nearpod platform. 
 
Wizer.me is an interactive worksheet platform that is used across all grades to turn 
paper worksheets into digital alternatives that students could complete remotely.  
 
ReadWorks.org focuses on delivering comprehension instruction to all students 
through a dynamic, digital platform. This platform is engaging and differentiated for 
students of all abilities and is particularly effective at reaching ESE students. For K-2 
students, and student that need additional guidance, such as ESE students, the school 
partnered with Laililo.  
 
Laililo is a research-based phonics and comprehension program that is particularly 
effective at reaching students in K-2. 
 
Duolingo is an online foreign language platform that is used to provide continuity for the 
school’s foreign language program.  
 
McGrawHill ConnectED is the digital component of the K-5 Math and ELA curriculum, 
and was used to supplement existing material and platforms. 
 

Correspondence School 
 
Most students can access the school’s virtual platform; however, some students do not 
have internet access, or are in unique circumstances that prevent access to the school’s 
virtual platform. In order to ensure continuity of learning, the school has a 
correspondence school alternative to ensure the needs of all families are met. The 
various online platforms that we use allow for paper counterparts in many cases. Paper 
worksheets are printed and made available for pick-up at the school for families that do 
not have internet access. The work is returned in-person upon completion and scanned 
and sent to teachers for grading. Teachers have regular and daily telephone contact 
with students that do not have internet access.  
 

Communicating with Families 
 
ClassDojo (www.classdojo.com) is an educational technology communication platform. 
The school uses ClassDojo to communicate daily with families and students. Many 

http://www.nearpod.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
http://www.duolingo.com/
http://www.lalilo.com/
https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.classdojo.com/
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classes have 100% of families connected to the platform, and overall, 98% of our 
families are connected to ClassDojo. Therefore, families are involved regularly with 
school updates and both families and students can message their teachers directly on 
ClassDojo. 
 
Email is used for administrative purposes and where secure information needs to be 
communicated about a student, in order to protect student data and to voluntarily 
comply with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).  
 

Attendance Requirements 
 
The same attendance requirements apply during Virtual School. Most students can 
attend audio-video classes daily, and the school’s attendance requirements requires 
this. However, sometimes internet connectivity issues can interfere with the class 
attendance, though contact is still able to be made with students. Attendance is 
monitored in two ways: 
 

1. Daily Zoom (Audio-Video) Class (primary attendance monitoring procedure) 
2. Daily Minimum Contact (secondary attendance monitoring procedure) 

 
 

Daily Zoom (Audi-Video) Class 
 
Students are required to attend every class via the Zoom platform—accessible on 
computers, smartphones, and tablets. Students are required to be actively participating 
with audio and video turned on when possible. At the end of each school day, the 
teacher takes attendance based upon the students actively attending the Zoom class. 
Students that attend the Zoom class are marked as “PZ” for present on Zoom. This is 
the primary attendance monitoring option and is mandatory. For students that 
experience temporary connectivity issues, the daily contact option is used.  
 

Daily Contact 
 
Daily contact consists of the student-teaching making contacting at least once per day, 
such as via telephone and by completing assignments.  
 
 

ESE Virtual School Services 
 
The school uses the Sunrise Academic Plan, a modified version of the Individualized 
Educational Program to track the needs of ESE students. For ESE students 
transitioning to virtual and correspondence school, the school has made appropriate 
changes where necessary, such as allotting for extra time, and more focus on 1-1 
conferences. Furthermore, most of the digital platforms we use offered differentiated 
learning that considers the needs and abilities of all students.  
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Committees 
 
School Leadership Committee 
 
Mrs. Yahayra Marte, President 
Ms. Shellnisha Franklin, Principal 
Mr. Levi Whitten-Connolly, Assistant Principal 
 
Problem Solving Committee (PSC) 
 
Ms. Shellnisha Franklin, Principal & PSC Member 
Mr. Levi Connolly, Assistant Principal & PSC Chairperson  
Ms. Stephanie Conway, Dean of Upper School & PSC Member 
Mrs. Halley Whitten-Connolly, Dean of Lower School & PSC Member 
Ms. C. Conway, Middle School Team Leader & PSC Member 
Mrs. Jean Christensen, Reading Specialist & PSC Member 
Mrs. Barbara Santos, K-2 Team Leader & PSC Member 
Mrs. Tatiana Figueroa, 3-5 Team Leader & PSC Member 
Ms. Michelle O’Connor, 6-9 Team Leader & PSC Member 
 

Changes to Policies 
 
 
Sunrise Academy reserves the right to change or modify the rules, regulations, policies, 
instructors, programs, class times, class dates, program contents, equipment, staff or 
materials as it deems necessary in order to ensure student success. Such changes may 
be necessary in order for the school upholds its purpose, and to improve teaching 
methods or procedures. Sunrise Academy is committed to maintaining an organizational 
climate where shared values are evident. Any and all proposed changes will be 
discussed at a board meeting and adopted upon making decision to implement. The 
board will meet quarterly in order to discuss the schools progress and make 
recommendations for improvement. Impromptu meetings will be held at the request of 
the Principal and/or Assistant Principal. 

 

Handbooks 
 
 
Other handbooks that parents and students may find relevant, including the 
Parent/Student Handbook, Student Disciplinary Handbook, can be found on the “Parent 
& Student” section of our website at www.sunriseacademy.education  

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.sunriseacademy.education/
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Next Steps 

 

Consult school 

website for latest information, 
updates, Flexible Instruction 
Request Form, Uniform Ordering: 
sunriseacademy.education 
 

Consult Gradelink for 

latest information, updates, and 
your child’s teacher(s) for the 
2020-2021 Academic Year 
 

Join the conversation on 

Sunrise Academy Class Dojo 
 

Join the conversation on 

Sunrise Academy Facebook 
page 

 

@ 
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