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Monday, March 23, 2020 

 

WELCOME TO K-12 VIRTUAL LEARNING  

 

Starting tomorrow, we will ease into virtual learning with our students. Teachers, parents, and 

students are all unfamiliar with this way of learning, and therefore we kindly request your 

understanding and patience during this period of instability. We also know that many parents 

will be out of work and are facing hardship—we too are prepared to be as flexible as possible in 

these extraordinary circumstances.     

 

Through team effort, we have managed to bring together a basic platform in less than one week. 

It is far from perfect, and it will take some time for everyone to become accustomed to it. We 

will spend the first week becoming familiar with the learning platform, and we will take it each 

week at a time. Teachers will meet virtually each Friday to discuss any concerns with the 

platform, and they may change requirements on a weekly basis to best suit your child.  

 

Your main point of contact will be with the teachers on ClassDojo, via email, and via phone.    

For additional concerns, you can email online@sunriseacademy.education. Each day, students 

will meet with their teacher virtually on Zoom, and then they will receive assignments on one 

of the learning platforms. Some teachers, especially the Kindergarten and First Grade Teachers 

will do it a little differently. We know you have many questions, and the next page contains 

instructions and answers to many of your questions, as well as the teacher’s email addresses. 

 

This form of virtual learning cannot replace your child’s instruction at the school, and we would 

be foolish to think it could. The unfortunate reality is that most students will suffer a setback 

because of school closures. Though, rest assured that no student will be penalized because they 

are having difficulties with this new way of learning. Each student should just try to do their 

best, and that will be enough for us. When we return to school, we will make necessary 

adjustments to accommodate the loss in valuable learning time.  

 

Our thoughts are with everyone at this uncertain time, and we will assist you in any way that 

we can. 

 

Best wishes and health to you all, 
 

Mrs. Y. Marte                Ms. S. Franklin           Mr. L. Connolly 
President                                   Principal               Asst. Principal 
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Getting Started  
 

Step Instructions  
Check out our Virtual School page here: 
www.sunriseacademy.education/virtual 

Download the Zoom App or go to zoom.us on a web browser.  

 
You can use Zoom on a smartphone, tablet, or a computer. Zoom will be 
used at least once per day for your child to meet virtually with their teacher. 
All teachers must use Zoom for at least 30 minutes a day. The teacher will 
inform you what time the Zoom meeting will be every day on ClassDojo each 
morning before 10 a.m. Students join the Zoom meeting using a code. 
Sign up for ClassDojo.  
 
ClassDojo is a communication app. You can also go to www.classdojo.com 
on a browser. Both you and your child can register for ClassDojo. Your 
teacher will send you an invite to the ClassDojo class. If you have not 
received an invite, you can request it from them directly. Their email 
addresses are listed on the next page and on our website 
www.sunriseacademy.education 

Your child will be completing assignments on different platforms. 
 
Be prepared for your child to use a range of learning platforms, from taking 
photos of assignments, to using apps and websites such as Nearpod, 
Flocabulary, ReadWorks, Wizer.me and others. Your teacher will assign work 
from these websites daily and will provide access instructions via ClassDojo. 
Check out the Parent Resources at www.sunriseacademy.education/virtual 
Many normally paid resources are now free for you, such as Adventure 
Academy, and Reading IQ.  
Check out our Printables at www.sunriseacademy.education/virtual.  
 
If you do not have access to the internet, or if you want additional 
supplemental material these printables can be very useful. If you do not have 
a printer, send an email to online@sunriseacademy.education. We will print 
the resources for you and leave them for pick-up at the preschool. If the 
preschool closes, we will make alternative arrangements for you to pick up 
any printed work. Printable work does not need to be returned to the school.  

 
Do not panic and give your child flexibility.  
 
This is not just new for you and the teachers, but it is new for your child. Don’t 
put too much pressure on them. We will all work together to do the best we 
can for each and every student. 

Check your ClassDojo each morning. 
Your child’s teachers will give instructions there each day ☺  

http://www.sunriseacademy.education/virtual
http://www.classdojo.com/
http://www.sunriseacademy.education/
http://www.sunriseacademy.education/virtual
http://www.sunriseacademy.education/virtual
mailto:online@sunriseacademy.education
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Questions & Answers 
 
I only have one device and multiple children. How do I make this work? 
Tell your child’s teachers about this on ClassDojo (you can message them) or via email. Your 
teachers will allow your children flexibility in when they can talk to their teacher. Your children may 
have to take it in turns communicating with their teacher. Either way, your child will not be penalized. 
 
What about if my child cannot attend a Zoom meeting on a certain day? 
Your teacher would appreciate it if you could let them know on ClassDojo. However, should they 
miss a meeting and still complete their assignments, they will be marked as present. Students 
should try to attend as many Zoom classes as possible, since Zoom is instructional time.  
 
I don’t have access to the internet.  
Spectrum and many other internet providers are offering free internet during this pandemic. If you 
still are having difficulty, please call the school on (386) 775-7866 and ask for packets to be made 
for your child. We will print work and leave it at the preschool. However, we cannot guarantee how 
long the preschool will remain open. We will do our best to assist you. 
 
What about my tuition bills? 
You should still make payments if you are able to, however we will not charge any late lees during 
this time. When we return to school, we will work with all families that are experiencing financial 
difficulty. If you are a scholarship family, we may need you to sign your child’s scholarship check 
within the next few weeks. We will contact you when we require this. Most recent Department of 
Education guidance still makes it a requirement that the parent physically endorse the scholarship 
checks.  
 
I am worried about my child’s teacher performance. Who do I contact? 
Please talk with your child’s teacher first. Remember, most teachers are not trained with virtual 
instruction, though they are doing their best so that they can teach your child virtually. If you still 
have unaddressed concerns, please email Mr. Connolly: lwconnolly@sunriseacademy.education.  
 
Is there anything I can do with my child at home? 
There are many additional resources under “Parent Resources” on 
www.sunriseacademy.education/virtual - these subscriptions usually cost money, though they are 
now free. The best person to talk with regarding your child’s success is their teacher who can advise 
you of the various strategies you can use. 
 
I don’t understand Common Core Math. Can I teach my children the “old way”? 
Many of us don’t understand it either! Feel free to teach your child whichever way works for them, be 
it Common Core, or the traditional way. Remember, whatever works best for your child is the 
answer.  
 
What is the most important thing I can help my child with right now? 
Many students in this district, and the state, are behind with reading. Reading plays a large part of 
your child’s academic success. Spending at least 15 minutes a day reading with your child will make 
a significant difference for them.  
 
Can my student or I have a one-on-one conference with his/her teacher? 
You should talk with your child’s teacher to determine a time that works for both you, and the 
teacher. Teachers are able to provide some additional assistance on a one-on-one basis if their 
schedule allow for it. 
 

mailto:lwconnolly@sunriseacademy.education
http://www.sunriseacademy.education/virtual
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School Leader & Teacher Emails 
 

Name Position Email 
School Leaders    
Mrs. Y. Marte President ymarte@sunriseacademy.education 

 

Ms. S. Franklin Principal sfranklin@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Mr. L. Connolly Asst. Principal lwconnolly@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Teacher Team Leaders   

Mrs. H. Whitten 2nd Grade Teacher  

Team Leader 
hwconnolly@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Mrs. T. Figueroa 3-5 Teacher  
Team Leader 
English 

tfigueroa@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Mrs. C. Conway MS Teacher 
Team Leader 
Science & Health 

cconway@sunriseacademy.education 

Ms. Stephanie HS Teacher 
Team Leader 
Science & Math 

sconway@sunriseacademy.education 

Teachers   

Mrs. Angel Kindergarten 
Teacher 

asimeonova@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Ms. G. Juste Kindergarten 
Teacher 

gjuste@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Mrs. B. Santos Kindergarten 
Teacher 

bsantos@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Ms. A. Ward 1ST Grade 
Teacher 

award@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Ms. N. Felix 1ST Grade 
Teacher 

nfelix@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Mrs. T. Grimes 3-5 Teacher 
Math 

tgrimes@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Ms. E. Dawson 3-5 Teacher 
Science & Art 

edawson@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Mr. J. Smith 3-5 Teacher 
Social Studies & P.E. 

jsmith@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Mrs. J. Christensen Middle School 
Teacher 

English & Civics 

jchris@sunriseacademy.education 
 

mailto:ymarte@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:sfranklin@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:lwconnolly@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:hwconnolly@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:tfigueroa@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:cconway@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:sconway@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:asimeonova@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:gjuste@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:bsantos@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:award@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:nfelix@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:tgrimes@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:edawson@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:jsmith@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:jchris@sunriseacademy.education
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Mr. K. Harrison Middle School 
Teacher 
Math & P.E. 

kharrison@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Mrs. K. Whittaker Middle & High 
School Teacher 
Leadership & 
FLVS 

kwhittaker@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Mr. M. Ruman Middle & High 
School Teacher 
History 

mruman@sunriseacademy.education 
 

Ms. M. O’Connor High School 
Teacher 
English 

moconnor@sunriseacademy.education 
 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:kharrison@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:kwhittaker@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:mruman@sunriseacademy.education
mailto:moconnor@sunriseacademy.education

